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PURPOSE
1.

To provide an update on the use of the AQIS logo by non government (private or
commercial) organisations.

BACKGROUND
2.

It has come to our attention that the AQIS logo has been used by some certifying
organisations to indicate that the organisation is AQIS approved.

3.

An AQIS logo is the sole property of the Australian Government. For the purpose of this
Notice, AQIS logo means a logo that displays the term AQIS in any form such as:

4.

The logo, in the past was able to be used with written approval from the Australian
Government.

ISSUES
5.

DAFF internal policy has been updated and any previous arrangement with regard to the use
of the AQIS logo is no longer valid.

6.

Use of an AQIS logo is a breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974, the Trade Marks Act 1995
and the Criminal Code Act 1995 to use the AQIS logo without permission.

DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE,

FISHERIES

AND FORESTRY

7.

The DAFF website www.daff.gov.au/aqis/about/aqis-logo states:

Use of the AQIS logo
The AQIS logo must not be used for any private or commercial purpose, including on
forms or letterheads of businesses involved in import and export. Use of the
Commonwealth Coat of Arms without permission may breach the Trade Practices Act
1974, the Trade Marks Act 1995 and the Criminal Code Act 1995.
AQIS is an Australian Government agency. The AQIS logo displays the Commonwealth
Coat of Arms, the formal symbol of the Commonwealth of Australia that signifies
Commonwealth authority and ownership.
The Commonwealth Coat of Arms is used by Australian Government departments and
agencies, statutory and non-statutory authorities, the Parliament and Commonwealth
courts and tribunals.
Importation of goods bearing the Commonwealth Coat of Arms is prohibited under the
Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations.
INSTRUCTION
AQIS approved certifying organisations to if applicable:
8.

advise AQIS of any use

9.

remove any reference to AQIS logos (in any form) from their websites and stationery

10.

advise AQIS of the completion of 9 above

