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Summary of key issues 
¶ During the week ending 8 September 2021, a trough of low-pressure systems and an associated cold 

front resulted in substantial rainfall for south-eastern and central Australia over the weekend. The 
trough was replaced by a high-pressure system moving eastward across southern Australia, bringing 
clear, dry conditions to much of Australia. Cropping regions in Western Australia and parts of eastern 
and southern Australia will require further rainfall in the coming weeks to consolidated forecast 
production prospects (see Section 1.1). 

¶ For the 3 months to August 2021, modelled pasture growth was above average to extremely high 
across large areas of New South Wales, eastern and central Queensland, and large areas of Western 
Australia. In contrast, modelled pasture growth was extremely low to below average across 
scattered areas of western New South Wales, parts of Queensland, eastern South Australia, central 
Western Australia, and parts of central Northern Territory (see Section 1.2). 

¶ Strong easterly winds have caused the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) to rise slightly above the negative 
threshold. However, these conditions are not expected to persist, and the current negative IOD 
event is anticipated to continue well into spring. The Southern Annular Mode (SAM) is currently 
positive and is expected to remain positive over the coming week (see Section 1.3). 

¶ The outlook for October 2021 indicates that there is a 75% chance of rainfall totals between 10 and 
100 millimetres across parts of eastern, central, south-western and far southern Australia. Rainfall 
totals in excess of 100 millimetres are expected across alpine regions of New South Wales and 
Victoria, and western Tasmania (see Section 1.4). 

¶ The outlook for October to December 2021 suggests there is a 75% chance of rainfall totals between 
50 and 200 millimetres across much of New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, the Northern 
Territory and eastern Tasmania, as well as parts of South Australia and Western Australia. Rainfall 
totals in excess of 200 millimetres are likely across parts of eastern New South Wales, Queensland 
and Victoria, the north of the Northern Territory and western Tasmania. 

¶ Over the 8-days to 16 September 2021 high-pressure systems are expected to dominate the 
Australian continent resulting in clear skies and dry conditions. Low-pressure systems in the 
Southern Ocean are likely to bring substantial rainfall to Tasmania, as well as southern parts of 
Western Australia later in the week (see Section 1.5). 

¶ Water storage in the MurrayςDarling Basin (MDB) increased by 525 gigalitres (GL) between 
1 September 2021 and 8 September 2021. The current volume of water held in storage is 21,154 GL, 
which represents 84% of total capacity. This is 48% or 6,865 GL more than at the same time last year. 

¶ Allocation prices in the Victorian Murray below the Barmah Choke increased from $150 per ML on 
28 August 2021 to $155 per ML on 4 September 2021. Prices are lower in the Goulburn-Broken, 
Murrumbidgee, and regions above the Barmah choke due to the binding of the Goulburn intervalley 
trade limit, Murrumbidgee export limit, and Barmah choke trade constraint. 
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1. Climate 

1.1. Rainfall this week 

During the week ending 8 September 2021, a trough of low-pressure systems and an associated cold 
front resulted in substantial rainfall for south-eastern and central Australia over the weekend. The 
trough was replaced by a high-pressure system moving eastward across southern Australia, bringing 
clear, dry conditions to much of Australia.  

Rainfall totals of between 10 and 50 millimetres were recorded across much of New South Wales 
and Victoria, parts of southern and western Queensland, the east of South Australia, southern parts 
of Western Australia, central Northern Territory and much of Tasmania. Rainfall totals in excess of 
50 millimetres were recorded in southern New South Wales, parts of western Queensland, eastern 
Victoria and western Tasmania. 

In cropping regions, rainfall totals of between 10 and 50 millimetres were recorded in New South 
Wales and Victoria, as well as the Esperance region of Western Australia, and isolated areas of 
southern Queensland and eastern South Australia. Little to no rainfall was recorded across the 
remainder of Australian cropping regions. 

The rainfall across eastern cropping regions will continue to support above average yield prospects 
for winter crops as they enter critical grain forming growth stages in spring. Most cropping regions 
have average to above average soil moisture levels which supported crop development through a 
drier than normal finish to winter. Cropping regions in Western Australia and parts of eastern and 
southern Australia will require further rainfall in the coming weeks to consolidated forecast 
production prospects.  

Rainfall for the week ending 8 September 2021 
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1.2. Pasture growth 

Pasture growth during the June to August period is typically low across large areas of central and 
northern Australia as it enters a seasonally low growth period due to cooler temperatures and little 
to no rainfall. Across southern Australia, June to August pasture growth influences the number of 
livestock than can be supported without supplementary feeding over winter and the level of reliance 
on hay and grain during this period. 

For the 3 months to August 2021, above average rainfall totals and mild winter temperatures 
resulted in well above average pasture production for this time of year across most grazing regions.  

Modelled pasture growth was above average to extremely high across large areas of New South 
Wales, eastern and central Queensland, and large areas of Western Australia. This growth is likely to 
enable farmers to continue to rebuild stock numbers and provide opportunities to replenish fodder 
supplies during spring. In contrast, modelled pasture growth was extremely low to below average 
across scattered areas of western New South Wales, parts of Queensland, eastern South Australia, 
central Western Australia, and parts of central Northern Territory.  

A dry start to winter and below average soil moisture levels in parts of western Victoria and the east 
of South Australia resulted in below average to average pasture growth. As a result, livestock 
producers in western Victoria and eastern South Australia will require substantial rainfalls through 
spring to build soil moisture levels and supplementary feed to maintain current stock numbers. 

Relative pasture growth for 3-months ending August 2021 (1 June to 31 August 2021) 

 
Notes: AussieGRASS pasture growth estimates are relative to the long-term record and shown in percentiles. Percentiles rank data on a scale of zero to 100. This analysis ranks pasture 
growth for the selected period against average pasture growth for the long-term record (1957 to 2016). Pasture growth is modelled at 5km2 grid cells. 

Source: Queensland Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation  
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1.3. Climate Drivers 

Throughout spring ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
patterns are the El NiñoςSouthern Oscillation (ENSO), the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) and the 
Southern Annular Mode (SAM). These climate drivers will likely influence the final yield prospects for 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ, pasture growth rates during this peak growth period and planting 
condition for summer crops. 

Strong easterly winds have caused the IOD to rise slightly above the negative threshold. However, 
these conditions are not expected to persist, and the current negative IOD event is anticipated to 
continue well into spring. A negative IOD event increases the chance of above average rainfall for 
southern and eastern Australia and the far north during winter and spring. It is also typically 
associated with an early onset of northern rainfall. The SAM is currently positive and is expected to 
remain positive over the coming week. The IOD and SAM are likely to have the largest influence 
currently on the Australian climate. 

ENSO conditions, on the other hand, remain neutral according to most oceanic and atmospheric 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΦ However, tropical sea surface temperatures 
are forecast to cool over the coming months. International climate models surveyed by the Bureau 
of Meteorology agree that ENSO conditions are likely to remain neutral throughout September. 
Three of the seven models expect the development of a La Niña event in mid-to-late spring. 

Sea surface temperature anomalies were close to average across the tropical Pacific Ocean over the 
previous week. However, cool anomalies across central and eastern equatorial Pacific have 
increased. Warm than average temperatures in the western Pacific, the Maritime Continent and 
along the east coast of Australia have strengthened slightly over the past two weeks. Neutral Pacific 
equatorial sea surface temperatures are associated with neutral ENSO conditions. 

Warm sea surface temperature anomalies in the eastern Indian Ocean, near Western Australia and 
Indonesia, have persisted and strengthened in parts. The warm anomalies in the eastern Indian 
Ocean and the ocean surrounding Australia underpin the continuation of the negative IOD event. 

Difference from average sea surface temperature observations 23 August to 29 August 2021 
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As at 29 August 2021, the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) weekly value was -0.35°C. The IOD index has 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ Lh5 ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ όҍлΦп ϲ/ύ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƳƛŘ-May. A negative IOD, and 
warmer sea surface temperatures in the eastern Indian Ocean, is associated with above average 
rainfall for much of southern Australia in winter and spring. It also increases the chances of below 
average maximum temperatures in southern Australia, while increasing the chances of above 
average minimum and maximum temperatures in northern Australia.  

The majority of international climate models surveyed by the Bureau of Meteorology expect the 
negative IOD event to persist until November, with all models expecting a return to neutral 
conditions in December. 

Monthly sea surface temperature anomalies for IOD region 

 
 
The Southern Annular Mode (SAM) is currently positive but expected to return to neutral in the 
second half of September. The SAM refers to the north-south shift of the band of rain-bearing 
westerly winds and weather systems in the Southern Ocean compared to the usual position. When 
SAM is positive during spring, the band of westerly winds is further south than normal. A negative 
SAM in spring is associated with increased rainfall for northern New South Wales, southern 
Queensland and southern parts of South Australia and Western Australia. It is also associated with 
decreased rainfall for much of Victoria, the west of Western Australia and Tasmania. 

Southern Annular Mode (SAM) daily index 

 



6 | ABARES ²ŜŜƪƭȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜΣ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ω9 September 2021   

1.4. National Climate Outlook 

These climate outlooks are generated by ACCESSςS (Australian Community Climate Earth-System 
SimulatorςSeasonal). ACCESSςS is the Bureau of Meteorology's dynamical (physics-based) weather 
and climate model used for monthly, seasonal and longer-lead climate outlooks. 

For further information, go to http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/about/ 

¢ƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ aŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
expected for much of eastern, central and southern Australia during October. The wetter than 
average conditions expected for most cropping regions reaffirms the positive production outlook for 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ нлнм ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ and for the planting of summer crops. The ACCESS-S climate 
model suggests there is close to a 65% chance of exceeding median October rainfall totals across 
much of eastern Australia. 

The outlook for October 2021 indicates that there is a 75% chance of rainfall totals between 10 and 
100 millimetres across parts of eastern, central, south-western and far southern Australia. Rainfall 
totals in excess of 100 millimetres are expected across alpine regions of New South Wales and 
Victoria, and western Tasmania. 

Across cropping regions there is a 75% chance of rainfall totals of between 10 and 50 millimetres 
across New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and southern parts of Western Australia. There is 
a 75% chance of rainfall less than 10 millimetres for northern and central cropping regions of 
Western Australia. The expected rainfall across eastern states will bolster yield potentials as winter 
crops begin flowering and grain fill.  

Rainfall totals that have a 75% chance of occurring October 2021 
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The rainfall outlook for October to December 2021 suggests there is a greater than 70% chance of 
exceeding median rainfall across much of New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, the east of South 
Australia and the south-east of the Northern Territory. There is an increased chance of below average 
rainfall across north-west parts of Western Australia between October and December 2021 (Bureau 
ƻŦ aŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎȅ Ψbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ hǳǘƭƻƻƪΩΣ 2 September 2021). 

Bureau of Meteorology rainfall outlooks for October to December have greater than 55% past 
accuracy across most of Australia. Outlook accuracy is greater than 65% across much of New South 
Wales, Victoria, Queensland, as well as parts of South Australia and the Northern Territory. On the 
other hand, there is low past accuracy for large areas of south-western and central Western Australia. 

Chance of exceeding the median rainfall October to December 2021 
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The outlook for October to December 2021 suggests there is a 75% chance of rainfall totals between 
50 and 200 millimetres across much of New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, the Northern 
Territory and eastern Tasmania, as well as parts of South Australia and Western Australia. Rainfall 
totals in excess of 200 millimetres are likely across parts of eastern New South Wales, Queensland 
and Victoria, the north of the Northern Territory and western Tasmania. 

Across cropping regions, there is a 75% chance of receiving between 50 and 200 millimetres in New 
South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, South Australia and southern cropping regions of Western 
Australia. Rainfall totals in excess of 200 millimetres are forecast for north-eastern New South 
Wales, plus central and south-eastern Queensland. Totals of less than 50 millimetres are expected 
across remaining cropping regions in Western Australia. 

These rainfall totals are average or better for this three-month period across most Australian 
cropping regions, with the exception of Western Australia. Winter crops in most growing regions are 
in excellent condition entering spring, with average to above average soil moisture levels. The 
average to above average rainfall expected in October to December will support current high yield 
potentials across most winter cropping regions and assist with emergence and establishment of 
summer crops in northern growing regions. In Western Australia, final yield prospects are less reliant 
on October to December compared to the eastern states. This means that drier than average 
conditions during the 3months (October to December) will have less of an impact on final crop yield 
prospects and are more likely to lead to less rainfall delays during harvest. 

Rainfall totals that have a 75% chance of occurring October to December 2021 
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